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Abstract: 


In India, the world's largest democracy, at present, the number of women representatives in 
Parliament and Legislative Assemblies is less than 15%. The results of the 68-member 
Himachal Legislative Assembly, which came on December &, is a sign of declining female 


representation in Indian democracy, having only one female representative and 67 male 
representatives. 


Keywords: Conservative society, education, policies of political parties, election process, 
representation, PTI 


VOLUME 22 : ISSUE 02 (Feb) - 2023 Page No:471 


YMER || ISSN : 0044-0477 http://ymerdigital.com 


Introduction: 

Introduced in the Lok Sabha on 9 December by Kiren Rijiju', Minister of Law and Justice in 
the Indian Parliament; According to the data, Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Goa, Gujarat, 
Himachal Pradesh, Kerala, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Manipur, Odisha, 
Sikkim, Tamil Nadu and Telangana have less than 10 per cent women legislators. Women's 
representation in Parliament and most state legislatures across the country is less than 15 
percent, and 19 state assemblies have less than 10 percent women MPs. This information has 
been revealed in government statistics. Bihar (10.70), Chhattisgarh (14.44), Haryana (10), 
Jharkhand (12.35), Punjab (11.11), Rajasthan (12), Uttarakhand (11.43), Uttar Pradesh have 
more than 10 percent women legislators. (11.66), West Bengal (13.70) and Delhi (11.43). 
Women constituted 8.2 per cent of elected representatives in the Gujarat assembly elections 
last December, while only one woman was elected to the 68-member Himachal Pradesh 
Assembly. As per the data, the share of women MPs in Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha is 14.94 
per cent and 14.05 per cent respectively. At the same time, the average number of women 
legislators in assemblies across the country is just eight per cent. Also asked about the steps 
taken to increase She further asked whether the government has any plans to bring the 
Women's Reservation Bill in Parliament. 


On this subject, Law Minister Rijiju said, “Gender justice is an important commitment 
of the government. All political parties need to carefully discuss the issue on the basis of 
consensus before bringing the Constitution Amendment Bill before the Parliament. Recently, 
political parties like Biju Janata Dal (BJD), Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD), Janata Dal United 
JD(U) and Trinamool Congress (TMC) urged the government to re-introduce and pass the 
Women's Reservation Bill in Parliament. asked to do.The BJD has asked the Center to pass 
the bill in the current winter session of Parliament, Rajya Sabha member Dr Sasmit Patra told 
PTI. “If the government brings the bill, our party will support it. In the Business Advisory 
Committee meeting convened by Chairman Om Birla, Trinamool Congress's Sudip 
Bandopadhyay demanded an all-party meeting on the issue, which was supported by other 
parties. The time has come to give women their due.JDU MP Rajeev Ranjan Singh said it is 
time to empower women and the government should bring this bill.The bill, which reserves 
one-third of the seats in the Lok Sabha and state assemblies for women It was first introduced 
in Parliament in 1996. It was passed in the Rajya Sabha in 2010, but the bill lapsed after the 
dissolution of the 15th Lok Sabha. This statement of December 9 has attracted the whole 
country towards this issue. In the world's largest democracy, what are the reasons for 
women's representatives not being elected in Parliament and Assemblies. 


Comparative study of data: 

The Gujarat and Himachal assembly elections held in the last year of the year 2022 
not only indicated the upcoming elections of the country, but also pointed the country's 
attention towards another issue. And along with the victory of the candidates, the figures of 
falling representation of women in the Parliament and Legislative Assemblies of India came 
to the fore. There can be many reasons behind this falling representation of women; so to 
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identify those reasons or factors, we have to do comparative and analytical study of various 
factors through statistics. 


Gujarat: 
Female and male star campaigners declared by political parties in Gujarat: 

For the analysis of the elections to the Gujarat Legislative Assembly of 182 members, in the 
first sight, along with analyzing the lists of female and male candidates by various political 
parties, what percentage of the political parties have got women in the star campaigners of 
political parties, on the candidates It is very important to analyze criminal cases which 
include murder and cases against women.” 


Table — 1 Female and male star campaigners declared by political parties in Gujarat? 


Sr no Party Star male female Female vote 
camping team share 
1 NCP 31 28 3 1% 
2 INC 40 37 3 1% 
3 BJP 40 oT 3 1% 
4 AAP 20 19 1 APPAPP1% 
5 BSP 40 37 i) 1% 
6 SP 20 18 2 2% 
‘i AIMEIM 12 12 0 0% 
8 JSDP 10 10 0 0% 
9 RMBP ile 1 2 % 
TOTAL 230 213 17 7% 
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Level of education, cases of corruption, murder etc. and total income of female and male 
candidates in Gujarat*: 


Gujarat election: Phase- 1 

Criminal cases 

Serious criminal cases declared by candidates Party-wise: 26 out of 88 (30 percent) for AAP, 
18 out of 89 (20 percent) for Congress, 11 out of 89 (12 percent) for BJP and 1 out of 14 (7 
percent) Tribal Party candidates have declared serious criminal cases against 
themselves.Candidates with declared cases related to atrocities on women: 9 candidates have 
declared cases related to atrocities on women.Candidates who have declared cases related to 
murder 3 candidates have declared cases related to murder (IPC-302) against 
themselves.Candidates who have declared cases related to attempt to murder 12 candidates 
have declared cases related to attempt to murder (IPC-307). Sensitive Constituencies: 25 out 
of 89 (28 percent) sensitive constituencies in Gujarat Assembly Elections 2022, where 3 or 
more candidates have declared criminal cases against themselves?. 
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Asset: 

Average Assets: The average assets of the candidates in the first phase of the Gujarat 
Assembly Elections 2022 are = 2.88 crore. The average assets of the 923 candidates in the 
first phase of the Gujarat Assembly Elections 2017 were = 2.16 crore.Average assets party- 
wise The average assets of the 89 candidates of the BJP among the main parties are ? 13.40 
crore. The average assets of 89 candidates of INC are = 8.38 crore, = 1.99 crore of 88 
candidates of AAP and 2 23.39 lakh of 14 candidates of Bhartiya Tribal Party.Candidate with 
zero assets Bhupendra Bhavanbhai Patolia, an independent candidate from the constituency 


Rajkot West has declared his assets as zero®. 


Education: 

Educational Qualification: 492 (62 per cent) candidates have declared their 
educational qualification as between 5th and 12th, while 185 (23 per cent) candidates have 
declared their educational qualification as graduation and above. 21 candidates have declared 
their educational qualification as Diploma holder. 53 candidates have declared their 
educational qualification as literate and 37 candidates have declared their educational 
qualification as illiterate. 

Age of candidates: 277 (35 per cent) candidates have declared their age between 25 and 40 
years, while 431 (55 per cent) candidates have declared their age between 41 and 60 years. 79 
(10%) candidates have declared their age between 61 to 80 years and 1 candidate has 
declared their age above 80 years.Women Representation: 69 (9 percent) women candidates 
are contesting in the first phase of the Gujarat Assembly Elections 2022. gujarat assembly 
elections 2017 In the first phase, 57 out of 923 (6 percent) women candidates contested’. 
Table-2 Gender wise analysis® 


Sr no party Total No. of | male female Vote share 
Candidates 
Analyzed 

1 Independent | 339 305 34 10% 

2 INC 89 83 6 7% 

3 BJP 89 80 9 10% 

4 AAP 88 82 6 APPAPP 7% 

5 BSP 57 50 7 12% 

6 RSP 5 4 1 20% 

a. LP 5 3 fu 40% 

8 SVPP Za 0 0 100% 

9 SVP 1 0 1 100% 

10 JD 1 0 1 100% 

11 OTHERS 112 112 0 0% 

TOTAL 788 719 69 9% 
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Phase 2 Gujarat elations 
The affidavits of all the 833 contesting candidates in the second phase have been analyzed 
from the following 93 constituencies. 


Criminal cases: 

Criminal cases declared by candidates Party wise: 29 out of 90 (32 percent) for INC, 29 out 
of 93 (31 percent) for AAP, 18 out of 93 (19 percent) for BJP and 4 out of 12 (33 percent) 
Bhartiya Tribal Party candidates have declared criminal cases against themselves.Serious 
criminal cases declared by candidates-party-wise: 10 out of 90 (11 percent) for INC, 17 out of 
93 (18 percent) for AAP. 14 out of 93 (15 percent) BJP candidates and | out of 12 (8 percent) 
Bhartiya Tribal Party candidates have declared serious criminal cases against 
themselves.Candidates with declared cases related to atrocities on women: 9 candidates have 
declared cases related to atrocities on women. Out of these 9, 1 candidate has declared a case 
related to Rape (IPC-376) against himself.Candidates declared cases related to murder 2 
candidates declared cases related to murder (IPC-302). Candidates declared cases related to 
attempt to murder 8 candidates declared cases related to attempt to murder (IPC-307) Related 
matters have been declared’. 


Asset: 

Crorepati Candidates - Party-wise The role of money power in our elections is evident from 
the fact that all major political parties give tickets to wealthy candidates. 77 out of 90 (86 per 
cent) of INC, 75 out of 93 (81 per cent) of BJP and 35 out of 93 (38 per cent) of AAP 
candidates are crorepatis. (Declared assets more than | crore).Average Assets: The average 
assets of the candidates in the second phase of Gujarat Assembly Elections 2022 is = 425 
crore. The average assets of 822 candidates in the second phase of the Gujarat Assembly 
Elections 2017 were ? 2.39 crore.Average assets - party-wise: The average assets of 93 BJP 
candidates across major parties is = 19.58 crore. The average assets of 90 candidates of INC 
is = 7.61 crore, the average assets of 93 candidates of AAP is % 5.28 crore and 12 candidates 
of Bhartiya Tribal Party are = 19.69 lakh. 


Education: 

Educational Qualification: 505 (61 per cent) candidates have declared their 
educational qualification as between 5th and 12th, while 284 (32 per cent) candidates have 
declared their educational qualification as graduation and above. 27 candidates have declared 
their educational qualification as Diploma holder. 32 candidates have declared their 
educational qualification as literate and 5 candidates have declared their educational 
qualification as illiterate.Age of candidates: 284 (34 per cent) candidates have declared their 
age between 25 and 40 years, while 430 (52 per cent) candidates have declared their age 
between 41 and 60 years. 118 (14%) candidates have declared their age between 61 to 80 
years and | candidate has declared their age above 80 years.Women Representation: 69 (8 
percent) women candidates are contesting in the second phase of the Gujarat Assembly 
Elections 2022. In the second phase of the 2017 Gujarat Legislative Assembly elections, 61 
out of 822 (7 percent) women candidates contested'®, 
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Table-3 Sex Ratio! . 


Sr party Total No. of | male female Vote share 
Candidates 
Analyzed 
1 Independent | 285 264 21 7% 
2 INC 90 83 a 8% 
| BJP 93 85 8 9% 
4 AAP 93 o2 1 APPAPP 1% 
5 BSP 44 39 5 11% 
6 RSP 5 4 1 20% 
7 GGP 25 22 3 12% 
8 SVPP 4 2 2 50% 
9 SUCI 2 0 1 100% 
10 JD 3 2 1 33% 
11 JSPP 16 13 S 12% 
12 AIMEM a 5 2 29% 
OTHER 166 153 13 8% 
TOTAL 833 764 69 8% 


Table - 4 Seats and Vote Percentage of Various Parties in Gujarat!” 


Sr no party seats Vote share 

1 BSP 0 0.50% 

2 INC if 27.28% 

2 BJP 156 52.50% 

4 AAP 5 APPAPP12.92% 

5 AIMIM 1 3% 

6 CPM 0 0% 

7 NCP 0 17% 

8 CPI 0 0.01% 

9 TD+SP 0 0.01%+0.29% 

10 INDE 3 4.34% 

11 NOTA 1.57% 
TOTAL 182 100% 


Himachal Election: 

Every time something new is seen in the 68-member assembly, famous in the world by the 
name of Devbhoomi. The people voted against the ruling party in the 3 Vidhansabha by- 
elections and one Lok Sabha by-election held some time back and now in the general 
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elections also the ruling party lost power. But in the midst of this change, only one female 
candidate reached the assembly by winning in the Himachal assembly. What factors can be 
behind this situation, it is very important to analyze the following figures. 


Table — 5 Female and male star campaigners declared by political parties in Himachal? 


Sr no party star male female star 
campaigners campaigners 
share 
1 BSP 40 39 1 1% 
2 INC 40 35 5 12% 
3 BJP 40 38 2 1% 
4 CPIM 25 29 0 APPAPPO% 
5 AAP 20 19 1 1% 
TOTAL 165 159 9 4% 
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Criminal cases: 

Criminal cases declared by winning candidates:- 28 out of 68 (41 percent) winning 
candidates have declared criminal cases against themselves 22 out of 68 (32 percent) MLAs 
had declared criminal cases against themselves in Himachal Pradesh Assembly Elections 
2017.Winning candidates with Serious criminal cases declared by winning candidates:- 12 
(18 percent) winning candidates have declared serious criminal cases against themselves. In 
the Himachal Pradesh Assembly Elections 2017, 8 out of 68 (12 percent) MLAs had declared 
serious criminal cases against themselves.The winning candidate has declared a case related 
to murder 1 The winning candidate has declared a case related to murder (IPC-302) against 
himself.6 winning candidates have declared cases related to atrocities on women 1 winning 
candidate has declared cases related to atrocities on women.Criminal cases declared by 
winning candidates: 23 out of 40 (68 percent) Dalwar INC and 5 out of 25 (20 percent) 
winning candidates of BJP have declared criminal cases against themselves.Serious criminal 
cases declared by winning candidates Dal-wise: 9 out of 40 (23 percent) INC and 3 out of 25 
(12 percent) winning candidates of BJP have declared serious criminal cases against 
themselves!*, 


Asset: 

Millionaire Winning Candidates 63 out of 68 (93 percent) winning candidates are 
millionaires. In the Himachal Pradesh Assembly Elections 2017, 52 out of 68 (76 percent) 
MLAs were crorepatis.Crorepati winning candidates Dalwar INC's 38 out of 40 (95 percent) 
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are BJP's crorepatis. (Declared assets more than = 1 crore).Average Assets: The average 
assets of the winning candidates in the Himachal Pradesh Assembly Elections 2022 is 213.26 
Crore. The average assets of the MLAs in the Himachal Pradesh Legislative Assembly in 
2017 was 8.88 crores.The average assets of 40 winning candidates of INC, 25 winning 
candidates of BJP and 7.09 crores of independent winning candidates are = 12.42 crores in 
2022, party-wise. 


Education: 

Educational Qualification: 16 (24 per cent) winning candidates have declared their 
educational qualification as between 10th and 12th, while 52 (76 per cent) winning 
candidates have declared their educational qualification as graduation and above.Age of 
winning candidates: 29 (43 per cent) winning candidates declared their age between 25 and 
50 years, while 38 (56 per cent) winning candidates declared their age between 51 and 80 
years and 1 winning candidate Age is declared as 82 years.Women Representation: There is 
only 1 woman winning candidate out of 68 in the Himachal Pradesh Assembly Elections 
2022. In the 2017 assembly, 4 out of 68 (6 per cent) women legislators were!®. 


Table-6 Sex Ratio!® 


st party Candidate man woman Woman’s 
Vote share 

1 BSP a a 2 4% 

2 INC 68 65 2 4% 

3 BJP 68 62 6 9% 

4 AAP 67 62 5 APPAPP% 

5 RDP 29 28 1 3% 

6 CPM 11 11 0 0% 

7 HJKP 6 5 1 17% 
TOTAL 302 284 18 16% 


https://www.bjp.org/state-election/state-candidate/72481 
Table-7 Seats and vote share of various political parties in Himachal Pradesh"” 


Sr no party seats Vote share 

1 BSP 0 0.35% 

2 INC 40 43.90% 

3 BJP 25 43.00% 

4 CPI 0 APPAPO.01% 
5 CPIM 0 0.66% 
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6 INDEP a 10.39% 
NOTA 0.59% 
TOTAL 68 100% 


Table-8 Number of female and male winning candidates in Gujarat and given ministerial 
posts Gujarat cabinet'®: 


ministers, vacant position male Female percentage of 
including the women ministers 
chief minister 

27 10 9/8 1 1% 


Note: 8 ministers of state have been sworn in in the Gujarat cabinet, out of which not a 
single minister of state is a woman. 


Table-9 Himachal Cabinet!?: 


ministers, vacant position male Female percentage of 
including the women ministers 
chief minister 

12 2 9 0 0% 


Note: The Himachal government has appointed 6 parliamentary secretaries; none of whom 
is a woman. 


Assessment of women candidates in both the assemblies: 

Along with studying the other reasons behind the falling representation of women in the 
assembly elections held at the same time in both the states, as well as the performance of 
caste based men, women and third class in these elections. It is also very important to assess 
it. 


Himachal 
Table-10 NOMINATIONS FILED”? 
Sr no GENDER GEN SC ST TOTAL 
48 Ly 3 68 
1. MALE 367 118 16 501 
2. FEMALE 37 ‘i 2 50 
3. T3 0 0 0 APPAP 0 
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TOTAL 404 129 18 551 
Table-11 NOMINATIONS REJECTED 
Sr no GENDER GEN SC ST TOTAL 
48 1 3 68 
1. MALE 25 9 1 30 
2 FEMALE 8 0 1 9 
3. T3 0 0 0 APPAP 0 
TOTAL 33 9 2 44 
Table-IZNOMINATIONS WITHDRAWN 
Sr no GENDER GEN SC ST TOTAL 
48 li 3 68 
1. MALE 54 21 5 78 
2 FEMALE iB 4 0 17 
3. T3 0 0 0 APPAP 0 
TOTAL 67 23 So 95 
Table-13 CONTESTING CANDIDATES 
Sr no GENDER GEN SC ST TOTAL 
48 17 a 68 
1. MALE 288 88 12 388 
2 FEMALE 16 y 1 24 
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3. T3 0 0 0 APPAP 0 


TOTAL 304 2 13 142 


Table-14F ORFEITED DEPOSITS”! 
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Sr no GENDER GEN SC ST TOTAL 
48 17 3 68 
1. MALE 186 56 5 247 
2. FEMALE 10 3 1 14 
3. T3 0 0 0 APPAP 0 
TOTAL 196 59 6 261 
Conclusion: 


On studying the above figures, various facts emerge, due to which the representation of 
women is falling in the General Elections of Gujarat and Himachal Legislative Assemblies in 
December 2022. Women were ranked below about 10% by all national and regional parties. 
Due to which male candidates will be fielded on almost 90% seats in both the assemblies. 
This shows that all level political parties are still obsessed with this mindset that women 
candidates cannot win them. In the constituencies of women candidates, very few women 
level campaigners found a place in their star campaigners and in the list of star campaigners 
of political parties. The constituencies in which there were male candidates in front of female 
candidates; Voters have given more votes to male candidates in 98% constituencies. 
Irrespective of any political party she belongs to. The narrow mindedness of Indian voters, 
political parties and Indian understanding tells this; That there is still a lot of work left to be 
done in the field of women's upliftment. 
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Suggestion: 

1. The Election Commission should reserve 40% seats for women in the Lok Sabha elections. 
2. Election Commission should reserve 40% seats for women in assembly elections. 

3. All political parties should give 40% space to women in the list of star campaigners. 

4. Political education and voting behavior should be given a mandatory place in education. 


References: 

https://loksabha.nic.in/members/statewisestatisticallist.aspx 

https://eci.gov.in/files/file/14573-gujarat-legislative-assembly-2022-list-of-star-campaigners/ 

https://eci.gov.in/files/file/14573-gujarat-legislative-assembly-2022-list-of-star-campaigners/ 

https://affidavit.eci.gov.in/ 

https://affidavit.eci.gov.in/ 

https://affidavit.eci.gov.in/ 

https://affidavit.eci.gov.in/ 

https://affidavit.eci.gov.in/ 

https://affidavit.eci.gov.in/ 

10. https://affidavit.eci.gov.in/ 

. https://eci.gov.in/files/file/14750-gujarat-general-legislative-election-2022/ 

. https://eci.gov.in/files/file/14750-gujarat-general-legislative-election-2022/ 

. https://eci.gov.in/files/file/145 15-himachal-pradesh-legislative-assembly-2022-list-of-star- 
campaigners/ 

. https://affidavit.eci.gov.in/ 

. https://eci.gov.in/files/file/1475 1-himachal-pradesh-general-legislative-election-2022/ 

. https://eci.gov.in/files/file/1475 1-himachal-pradesh-general-legislative-election-2022/ 

. https://eci.gov.in/files/file/1475 1-himachal-pradesh-general-legislative-election-2022/ 

. https://gad.gujarat.gov.in/personnel/council-of-ministers-new.htm 

. https://himachal.nic.in/en-IN/council-of-ministers.html 


. file:///C:/Users/Acer/Downloads/9-Candidate%20Data%20Summary.pdf 
. file:///C:/Users/Acer/Downloads/9-Candidate%20Data%20Summary.pdf 


22 SO SP aS 


= SS 
WN 


— 
i 


— 
Nn 


— 
On 


SN 
‘Oo eo NY 


ia) 
— © 


VOLUME 22 : ISSUE 02 (Feb) - 2023 Page No:482 


